
 
 
To Our Harrison Family: 

 

We continue to focus on the numbers in hopes of seeing the downward trend we all 

know is part of the formula to begin the process of re-opening businesses. One 

question still not answered (among several), is whether there will be a different rollout 

in South Jersey compared with the North Jersey. Early on, it was anticipated that we 

would follow the NYC-North Jersey outbreak from a timing perspective. Experts 

predicted the height of the virus here would be approximately two weeks behind the 

north, but it also appears that the impact of the virus (in terms of number of 

cases/deaths) is less significant in the south than predicted. 

  

I say all this knowing that the Governor extended the State of Emergency by signing 

Executive Order 138 today. This basically extends the current legal authorities that exist 

under the guidelines but doesn’t necessarily dictate how the virus restrictions currently 

in place are rolled back. That said, I am hesitant to say, emphatically, that the worst is 

behind us, which is why we are focused on the daily reports showing the number of 

new cases and hospitalizations. Though we all hope that the light at the end of the 

tunnel is within reach, it is imperative to stay diligent with our social distancing. I’ll 

touch base on that again, as I close today. For now, let’s see where we are compared to 

Monday’s update: 

  

As of 1PM today, Statewide, there have been a total of 131,890 positive tests and 

157,030 residents have tested negative. The death toll has risen to 8,549 since Monday; 

an increase of 639 in two days. 



 

Turning our sites to Gloucester County, the number of positive cases has risen to 

1,516, which is 81 more than reported on Monday. A total of 5,032 county residents 

have tested negative and, sadly, 13 more people have succumbed to the virus. The 

county death toll now stands at 65. 

  

On the home front, we added four more positive cases in Harrison, bringing our total 

to 41. Thankfully, there has been no loss of life in our town. 

  

LOCAL REMINDERS 

Let me point out that if you take advantage of the fact that our paths are open in Ella 

Harris and William Wilt Parks while walking your dog, be sure to keep them on a leash. 

We’ve received a few complaints that dogs are running about without a leash. We 

appreciate you being mindful of this requirement. 

  

Relating back to my earlier comment about being diligent, even though we are all a 

little stir crazy, it’s important to maintain the social distancing protocols. We’ve become 

comfortable with wearing masks (and even gloves) in the grocery store, pharmacy or 

hardware store, right? Zoom meeting gatherings are commonplace and hardly a day 

passes without a celebration caravan beeping its way thru our neighborhoods. 

  

We have embraced some temporary new norms, but there is one issue that has reared 

its head again recently. Some residents have contacted me about groups of kids 

gathering in yards or on their neighborhood streets. Look….I get it. The kids have been 

forced to stay in and not engage with their friends. For most kids this goes against 



every impulse in their body. I won’t over-preach here, there are guidelines in place that 

limit the number of people in a gathering for a reason. This includes children, under 18 

and from different families, limiting their interaction and practicing social distancing if 

they are together. Consider this a friendly reminder. 

  

HOMETOWN PRIDE – HARRISON STRONG: 

You may recall that a few weeks ago I mentioned that the leadership in the Harrison 

Township School District (HTS) was working on a project to showcase the spirit of our 

community that has been so evident during this COVID-19 crisis. Chad Flexon, who is 

the Supervisor of Instruction and Chief Academic Officer at HTS was quarterbacking the 

team over there with the intention to create a video that would depict our community 

and its spirit. Before you view it, here’s what Chad wants you to know: 

  

“The Harrison Township School District is thankful for our teachers, administrators, support 

staff, bus drivers, custodians, and everyone who makes an impact on the children we serve. 

Most of all, we are thankful for our students and the families we strive to support during all 

the typical times, not just during the current experience. Harrison Township is more than just 

street names, neighborhoods and landmarks. It’s more than our brick and mortar buildings, 

businesses and schools. Harrison Township is about family….. it’s about being Harrison 

Strong.”  

  

“From our hearts to yours, please enjoy this video produced by John Trussell, our HTS 

Physical Education Teacher. Special thanks go to our Mayor, Lou Manzo, Superintendent of 

Schools, Dr. Missy Peretti, HTS Principal, AnnaLisa Rodano, Technology Coordinator, Shawn 

Shenk, Public Relations Liaison, John Berkett, Chief of Police, Thomas Mills, School Resource 



Officer, Katelin Macken and Art Teacher, Nancy Moran. To the students of HTS: We miss you 

terribly, but we are Explorers and we are all Harrison Strong!” 

  

Well said, Chad, and thank you for coordinating everything to make this tribute 

possible. I’ve ended every update with the words “Harrison Strong”, but today there are 

no words necessary. Simply watch this video masterpiece and through a few tears (I’m 

betting!), feel the pride! 

https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=38d3206c30&e=a2b7ec3ac6

